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SUBJECT: GISCARD STATEMENT ON LEBANON 

BEGIN UNCLASSIEIED: 

1 . THE ERENCH GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN HAS RELEASED THE 
EOLLOWING STATEMENT ON LEBANON MADE BY PRESIDENT GISCARD 
TO CABINET MEETING HELD JULY 2: 

"THE EVENTS WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN LEBANON DURING 
RECENT WEEKS HAVE BEEN A SUBJECT OE CONCERN EOR THE 
ERENCH GOVERNMENT AND OPINION. THE GOVERNMENT RECALLS 
THE IMPORTANCE WHICH ERANCE ATTACHES TO THE STABILITY AND 
THE UNITY OE LEBANON. IT UNDERLINES THE GRAVE DANGERS 
WHICH THE STEPPING-UP OP VIOLENCE PED BY EXTREMISTS WOULD 
POSE EOR THAT COUNTRY. IT EXPRESSES THE WISH THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS JUST BEEN FORMED IN BEIRUT, BENEPIT- 
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THE LEBANESE COMMUNITY, WILL RAPIDLY SUCCEED IN REESTA- 
BLISHING PUBLIC ORDER AND REINEORCING THE NATIONAL 
COHESION NECESSARY FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF LEBANESE IN- 
DEPENDENCE AND REGIONAL EQUILIBRIUM. IT CONSIDERS THAT 
THE PROLONGATION OF THE CURRENT TENSION WOULD GIVE RISE 
TO NEW THREATS TO PEACE IN THE REGION AND COULD NOT 
HELP BUT COMPROMISE THE SEARCH EOR A JUST AND LASTING 
SETTLEMENT IN THE NEAR EAST. BECAUSE OF ITS ANCIENT 
TIES WITH LEBANON, FRANCE IS READY TO JOIN WITH GOVERN- 
MENTS FRIENDLY TO LEBANON WITH A VIEW TO HELPING THAT 
COUNTRY TO FIND AGAIN CIVIL PEACE, STABILITY AND 
PROSPERITY." END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: 

2. COMMENT: QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR THE ME SERVANT TOLD 
US THAT THE DECLARATION WAS DESIGNED TO BE "AN OPENING 
IN THE DIRECTION OF LEBANON" AND TO GIVE MORAL SUPPORT 
TO THE NEW GOVERNMENT. THE FRENCH HOPE THE TEXT WILL 
NOT GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF A DESIRE TO INTERFERE BUT 
THAT IT WILL DEMONSTRATE THEIR "AVAILABILITY" IF THE 
LEBANESE WANT THEM. HE SAID THE LEBANESE HAD INDICATED 
SUCH A DECLARATION WOULD BE WELCOME. THE FRENCH HAVE 
NOTHING MORE SPECIFIC THAN THE DECLARATION IN MIND, 
SERVANT OBSERVED, BUT CONSIDER IT IMPORTANT TO AVOID 
LEAVING A MONOPOLY ON ACTION RELATED TO THE CRISIS TO 
COUNTRIES OF THE REGION. END CONFIDENTIAL 
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